South Dakota Teachers as Advisors Lesson Plan
Making Judgments
	Grade Level
	9th Grade

	Goal/Objective
	Students will discuss the effects and results of making judgments about people.

	Minimum Time Required
	20 minutes

	Materials/Resources
	


Step by Step Instructions:

1. Read the following stories to the class.
2. Discuss with students how they think the individuals in the stories turned out in life.
A 16-year-old girl was rejected by her mother when she lied and stole. She craved attention, once swallowing money to spite her father. She lived with her alcoholic grandfather and strict grandmother when her parents died. After her grandfather died, she had to live there with four uncles and aunts. One drank a lot and ran away, another locked herself in a room with love problems. This girl was dressed oddly, was always restricted, and not allowed to go to grade school.

She turned out to be: 

a. a criminal
b. delinquent
c. average
d. very successful

Answer: The girl with the strict grandmother, not allowed friends and kept from school was Eleanor Roosevelt. She was to become a great social leader, author, lecturer, as well as wife of U.S. president Franklin Roosevelt.

The doctor said he had brain fever at birth – having an extra large head. In fact, three brothers and sisters died at birth. Relatives and neighbors thought he was abnormal. But his mother said no. His teachers thought him abnormal too, so his mother taught him at home. He was a firebug, setting a fire in the barn just to see what it would do. He had only three months of schooling.

He turned out to be:



a. average
b. a mental problem
c. very smart
d. a delinquent
Answer: The large-headed boy, who the teachers thought was “mentally ill,” was Thomas Edison. Mr. Edison invented the light bulb, phonograph, and more than a thousand other things that make life better for us all.

3. Use any/all of the following questions as discussion topics. Use your own best method (small group, large group, journal writing, etc.)
a. Did you think the people described in the stories were going to turn out as good as they did? Why?

b. Would you want to be judged so carelessly?

c. If you judged wrong, what information in the story did you use from the story to get your answer?

d. Have you ever been judged different from what you are?

e. How would an interviewer judge these people if they applied for a job when they were young? When they were old?

f. Should you try to change people’s judgment of you? Whey do you say that?

g. Are there some people where it doesn’t matter what they think?  Who?

h. How do you decide whom you want to impress?

	Domain/Standard
	Personal Social Development

	Academic Standards
	Language Arts
Speaking

Indicator 1:  Students are able to use appropriate structure and sequence to express ideas and convey information.

Listening and Viewing

Indicator 2:  Students are able to use strategies to retrieve, interpret, and evaluate ideas/information from various auditory/visual sources.

	Employability/SCANS Skills
	Personal Qualities

	Assessment Rubric
	Class Discussion/Participation

	Credits for sources:
	


