South Dakota Teachers as Advisors Lesson Plan

You Can Quote Me

	Grade Level
	9th and 10th Grades

	Goal/Objective
	Students will develop a personal definition of work.

	Minimum Time Required
	1 30-minute session

	Materials/Resources
	“Quotable Thoughts on Work” handout

Squares of construction paper, approximately 9” X 6” in a variety of colors

Markers


1. Write the word “WORK” on the board in large letters.  Begin the session by asking the question, “What does the word ‘work’ mean to you?”  After students have shared ideas, hand out “Quotable Thoughts on Work”.  Read the quotes as a group and discuss any of student interest.

2. Use these prompts for discussion:

· Where do your feelings about work come from?

· Why is work an important part of our lives?

· What can attitude do for us as a worker?

· Do you know someone who has a different view of work from yours?

3. Hand out the construction paper and markers.  Individually, or in teams of two or three, have students develop their own “quotable” thought about work.  If time permits, share students’ ideas or have a spot designated for all groups to post their quotes.

	Domain/Standard
	Career Development

	Academic Standards
	Language Arts

Speaking

Indicator 1: Students can listen, view, and speak to communicate, retrieve, interpret, and evaluate information.
Language Arts

Listening and Viewing

Indicator 1: Students can listen, view, and speak to communicate, retrieve, interpret, and evaluate information.

	Employability/SCANS Skills
	Thinking Skills, Basic Skills

	Assessment Rubric
	In-Class Assignment

	Credits for sources:
	


QUOTABLE THOUGHTS ON WORK

Colleen C. Barrett: 

Work is either fun or drudgery. It depends on your attitude.  I like fun.
Colleen C. Barrett: 

When it comes to getting things done, we need fewer architects and more bricklayers.
Frank Lloyd Wright: 

I know the price of success: dedication, hard work, and an unremitting devotion to the things you want to see happen.
Helen Keller: 

I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble tasks as though they were great and noble.  The world is moved along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker.
John W. Gardner: 

The society which scorns excellence in plumbing because plumbing is a humble activity, and tolerates shoddiness in philosophy because philosophy is an exalted activity, will have neither good plumbing nor good philosophy.  Neither its pipes nor its theories will hold water.
Marian Wright Edelman: 

Never work just for money or for power.  They won't save your soul or help you sleep at night.

Pearl S. Buck: 

I don't wait for moods.  You accomplish nothing if you do that.  Your mind must know it has got to get down to work.
Thomas Alva Edison: 

Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.
Thomas J. Edison: 

Opportunity is missed by most because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.
Thomas Jefferson: 

I'm a great believer in luck and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it.
Winston Churchill: 

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.
