South Dakota Teachers as Advisors Lesson Plan
What Did You Say?
	Grade Level
	9th Grade

	Goal/Objective
	Students evaluate and practice their listening skills.

	Minimum Time Required
	45 minute class session

	Materials/Resources
	What Did You Say? activity sheet (attached)

colored pencils, markers, passage from textbooks, stories or poems


Step by Step Instructions:

1. Stress the importance of developing good listening skills.  Tell students that active listening takes practice.  In this activity, they will evaluate their own listening skills – both before and after they listen to another student read aloud.
2. Distribute the Activity Sheet: What Did You Say? Have students complete it individually.

3. Divide students into small groups.  Have each group appoint one member as a reader.  Hand out a passage from a textbook, story or poem to each reader.  Ask him or her to read the passage aloud to the rest of the group.  Encourage readers to make the passage sound as interesting as possible.

4. Ask students to answer the questions on the Activity Sheet again, this time using a different colored pencil to mark their responses.  

5. Find out if students rated themselves as better listeners the second time around.  Have the entire class discuss the following questions – and any others about listening skills that come up:

· Did you practice the suggestions on the Activity Sheet when listening to the reader?
· Did the suggestions work?

· Did the readers do anything to make what they read more interesting?

	Domain/Standard
	Academic Development

	Academic Standards
	Language Arts 
Listening and Viewing

Indicator 2:  Students are able to use strategies to retrieve, interpret, and evaluate ideas/information from various auditory/visual sources.

	Employability/SCANS Skills
	Thinking Skills, Basic Skills

	Assessment Rubric
	Class/Group Participation

	Credits for sources:
	R.A.P. Dale Seymour Publications


What Did You Say?

Directions:  Circle the number that best represents your listening skills.  Then add the numbers you circled in each column and mark your grand total points on the rating scale.

The last time I was asked to listen in class, did I…

	
	
	Definitely
	Sort of
	Not at all
	

	1.
	Take steps to get ready for listening?
	3
	2
	1
	

	2.
	Pay close attention to what I heard?
	3
	2
	1
	

	3.
	Show courtesy towards the speaker and the rest of the audience?
	3
	2
	1
	

	4.
	Understand the main ideas of speech?
	3
	2
	1
	

	5.
	Follow the order of ideas in a speech?
	3
	2
	1
	

	6.
	Listen for significant details?
	3
	2
	1
	

	7.
	Feel the emotions of the speaker?
	3
	2
	1
	

	8.
	Take accurate notes during a speech?
	3
	2
	1
	

	9.
	Understand new words in the context of the speech?
	3
	2
	1
	

	10.
	Write a short summary of the important ideas after the speech
	3
	2
	1
	

	
	Column Totals
	+


	+


	=


	

	
	
	
	
	
	Grand Total


Listening Rating Scale:  Mark your grand total of points below:

Superior


           Average


             Poor

30

25

20

15

10

After you listen to someone read in your group, rate your listening skills again.  Use a different colored pencil.

If you were the reader in a group, you do not have to rate your listening skills again.  Instead, on the back of this page, write about what techniques you used to get other students to listen.
