South Dakota Teachers as Advisors Lesson Plan
Give Me Your Sales Pitch
	Grade Level
	9th Grade

	Goal/Objective
	Students will develop confidence in their public speaking abilities.

	Minimum Time Required
	45 minutes

	Materials/Resources
	Paper bag filled with miscellaneous office supplies, stop watch or clock


Step by Step Instructions:

1. As an introduction, read the following information to students:
Regardless of who you are and what type of job you currently have or plan to

have, there's a good chance that one day you will be required to make a speech

in public. It may be a presentation for your colleagues. It may be a toast at your

best friend's wedding. It may be a statement at a community meeting. Whatever

the purpose, you need to be prepared for that day.

Of course, even if you're never called upon to vocalize your own ideas in front of

others, learning how to effectively speak in public will increase your confidence,

make you more comfortable with other people, and fine tune your communication

both verbal and written – skills. 

Before you can achieve those benefits, however, there are two important things that you have to learn first:
1) why public speaking is important and
2) how to overcome stage fright.
Importance of Public Speaking
As I said, public speaking is a skill that everyone needs to learn. Because: 

Almost every one of us will be involved in public speaking in some form

at some point in our lives, so we need to be prepared to do a good job

when that time comes.

Employers consistently rank public speaking and related

communication skills as one of the top skills they look for in employees.

Being an effective public speaker gives you the tools to make a

difference in your business, in your community, even in the world.

While it may be difficult to feel grateful for the chance to practice your public

speaking skills when you are behind a podium and staring out into a sea of eyes,

that type of practice is what will help you experience the benefits listed above.

2.  Tell students that today they will give a 2 minute impromptu (spontaneous) speech.  You may not write out your speech.  You should make your speech clear and well-organized.  You may start with a one sentence attention-getter and move quickly into the main point.  You might preview 2 or 3 of your main points.  If you wish, you may use the white board to make your points

For Your topic:  You will draw and item out of a bag..  Try to sell the class what ever that item is. (Item Ideas: white out, highlighter, scissors, stapler, paper punch, etc.)

Advice:  You need to be very persuasive.  Organize your speech according to the main benefits of the product.  Also anticipate reasons why someone wouldn't want to buy whiteout and try to refute those reasons.

3. Students will give their speeches in random order, when their names are drawn.
4. To conclude the lesson, ask students to share their impressions on what they found to be easy, what was difficult, etc.
	Domain/Standard
	Career Development

	Academic Standards
	Language Arts
Speaking

Indicator 1:  Students are able to use appropriate structure and sequence to express ideas and convey information.

	Employability/SCANS Skills
	Basic Skills, Thinking Skills

	Assessment Rubric
	Oral Presentation

	Credits for sources:
	


