South Dakota Teachers as Advisors Lesson Plan
Academic Integrity:  What Is Your Opinion?
	Grade Level
	9th Grade

	Goal/Objective
	Students will form opinions on cheating and resulting consequences.

	Minimum Time Required
	45 minute class session

	Materials/Resources
	Academic Integrity:  What Is Your Opinion? activity sheet (attached)


Step by Step Instructions:

1. Have the class discuss the consequences of cheating.  Ask volunteers to give their opinion on cheating.  Then have other students say whether or not they agree with those opinions.  Tell students that in this lesson, they’ll discuss different opinions about cheating. Each group of 4-5 students must reach a consensus about these opinions and explain why everyone in the group feels that way.
2. Distribute the Activity Sheet:  Academic Integrity:  What Is Your Opinion?  Have students read the opinions on the sheet individually before small group discussion.
3. Tell the groups to take about fifteen minutes to discuss the opinions on the Activity Sheet.  Groups should reach a consensus about each opinion- whether the group agrees with it and why.  Have students write down the group decision for each opinion.
4. Ask each group to appoint a spokesperson.  The spokesperson will report the group’s decision to the class.

5. To conclude the lesson, ask the class to generate ways to stop cheating.  Encourage the class to reach a consensus.
	Domain/Standard
	Academic Development

	Academic Standards
	Language Arts
Speaking

Indicator 2: Students are able to use the appropriate language and presentation style for formal and informal situations.

	Employability/SCANS Skills
	Basic Skills, Thinking Skills, Personal Qualities

	Assessment Rubric
	Group Participation

	Credits for sources:
	R.A.P. Dale Seymour Publications


Academic Integrity:  What Is Your Opinion?
1.
Cheaters deserve to be punished severely. 

Our group thinks: 

2.
If teachers gave easy tests, cheating would never happen. 

Our group thinks:
3.
All students cheats at some point in their life. 


Our group thinks: 

4. 
It's impossible to stop cheating in school-some kids just can't help themselves. Our group thinks: 

5.
There is never a good reason for cheating. Our group thinks: 

6.
The only way to stop cheating is for other kids to put pressure on the cheaters. 


Our group thinks: 

7.
If you cheat, you only hurt yours


Our group thinks:
8.
Cheating is no big deal. 

Our group thinks: 

9.
Sometimes it's OK to cheat. 


Our group thinks: 

10.
Once a cheater, always a cheater. 


Our group thinks: 

R.A.P @ Dale Seymour Publications 

